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Officers and Contact Information: 

President: Mr Roger Patterson                 

Chairman: position not filled 

Hon. Treasurer: Mr Murray West  

Hon. Secretary: Mrs Sue Elliott          

Membership: Mr Richard Gibby 

Newsletter: Miss Caroline Drewett 

Website: 

DIARY OF EVENTS 
 

APIARY MEETING EVERY SATURDAY (unless notified as cancelled) 

Regular scheduled meetings have now finished for this season.   

EVENTS 2016 

WGBKA Annual Bee Supper - Saturday 26th November.  (See page 10 for details.) 

 

BeeCraft subscriptions are now due; your order and payment must be received no 

later than mid-day on November 26th at the latest. 

(See page 2 for details.) 

 

01403 790637 roger-patterson@btconnect.com 

. 

01798 867048 murray@mt-w.co.uk 

01403 752493 secretary@wgbka.org.uk 

01403 588092 richard.gibby@outlook.com 

01798 343883 caroline.drewett@btinternet.com  

www.wgbka.org.uk 

We advise all beekeepers not to purchase bees and queens that may have been imported. 

This is to reduce the risk of importing pests and diseases. Very often they are unsuitable for 

our climate and it is possible that aggression may show in subsequent generations. 

To help reduce the carbon footprint, parking and traffic on the roads we ask members 

to share vehicles if possible when attending meetings.  

Please monitor your email for apiary meeting updates. 

*Apiary Meeting Saturday 12th November.  1.30pm start.  Winter preparations.* 

 

 
WISBOROUGH GREEN  

BEEKEEPERS’ ASSOCIATION 

 

NOVEMBER 2016 

See the West Sussex BKA Newsletter for events organised by other local divisions. 

A DIVISION OF WEST SUSSEX BEEKEEPERS’ ASSOCIATION 

mailto:richard.gibby@outlook.com
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BEECRAFT REDUCED SUBSCRIPTION RATE AND RENEWALS 

– 2017 – 
  
BEECRAFT is the leading monthly magazine for beekeepers and WGBKA members, through a bulk 

order, get a reduced subscription rate. The magazine can be received in hard copy or viewed electroni-

cally. You can see a sample copy here: 

  

http://www.bee-craft.com/see-inside-our-magazine/ 

  

Subscriptions run from January (magazine delivered at the end of December) but in order to receive 

the reduced rate, Beecraft need to be informed, and subscriptions received, by the cut off date. 

  

The direct subscription price from 1
st
 January 2017 is £28, but if you subscribe through Wisborough 

Green the cost will be £25.20, a discount of 10%. There is a digital version available at £16.60 (no dis-

count). Those subscribing to the paper version can also view the digital edition free of charge. 

  

In order to qualify (and to ensure uninterrupted delivery if you are renewing your subscription), I must 

receive your order and payment by mid-day on November 26th at the latest. 

  

You can either send a cheque (payable to WSBKA Wisborough Green Division) to: 

  

Gordon Allan 

Stone House 

High Street 

PETWORTH West Sussex 

GU28 0AU 

or 
Transfer the money directly to the Division’s Bank account: 

Account name: West Sussex Beekeepers Association-Wisborough Green Div 

Sort code: 20-42-58: Account number: 90086460 

Reference: Your surname followed by “Beecraft” 

AND email me on petworthgordon@btopenworld.com with the completed form and date of transfer. 

In both cases you must complete the slip at the bottom of this page indicating which edition you 

require (by deleting/crossing through the options you do not want). If no preference is given it will 

be assumed that you require the paper edition only. 
  

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------  

Title/First name/ Surname: 

....................................................................................................................  

Address : ..........................................................................................................................................  

......................................................................................................................  

Post Code : ......................................  

  

E-Mail :……………….....………............................................................................................  

  

I would like the paper edition only (£25.20)  

I would like the paper editions plus the digital version (£25.20)  

I would like the digital edition only (£16.60) 

BeeCraft Magazine 

http://www.bee-craft.com/see-inside-our-magazine/
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Honey From Dounhurst 
Exclusive Offer 

 

Special offer to members only. 

 

The division is currently able to offer members the opportunity to buy some of the divisional 

honey in bulk.  The honey is to be sold in 30lb buckets at a cost of £90 (to include the bucket). 

 

If you are interested in purchasing a bucket or two please contact Tom by email at 

stone.house@btinternet.co . 

BeeConnected 
 

New website to improve two-way relationship between farmers 

and beekeepers. 

 

The launch of BeeConnected follows a successful pilot which took place in Hertfordshire during 

the spring spraying season.  

Alerts from farmers will tell beekeepers when spraying is happening up to a maximum of 5km 

from their hives, the crop being sprayed and the compound being applied.  The beekeeper will 

receive an email allowing them to take mitigating action such as moving their hives or shutting 

the bees in for a short while. 

 

BeeConnected is a joint venture under the Voluntary Initiative between the BBKA, the National 

Farmers Union and the Crop Protection Association.  The BeeConnected website will also allow 

beekeepers to read the approved manufacturers’ information on the compound and whether or not 

it is associated with a bee alert being known to harm bees. 

 

Current best agricultural practice, as advocated by farm assurance schemes and the UK code of 

practice for pesticide use, requires that the beekeeper notification takes place 48 hours before 

spraying to minimise the risk to bees. 

 

Register now at: www.beeconnected.org.uk. 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

The VI is an industry-led programme that promotes responsible pesticide use. 

 

Key elements of the VI are the National Register of Sprayer Operators (NRoSO), the National 

Sprayer Testing Scheme (NSTS) and the Integrated Pest Management Plan (IPMP) replacing the 

Crop Protection Management Plan (CPMP). 

Promoting Responsible  
Pesticide Use 

mailto:stone.house@btinternet.co
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An important part of our regular Varroa control measures is treatment with oxalic acid in winter.  

This is normally carried out at the end of December when we hope that there will be no sealed 

brood.  Oxalic acid acts only on the mites that are on adult bees so we need to treat at this time for 

effective control. 

 

It is only legal to use the approved product, Api-Bioxal. 

 

I have, as last year, obtained a supply of the smallest pack at a very good price, for supply to mem-

bers.  The pack makes 500ml of solution, and treatment is 5ml trickled per seam of bees. Thus the 

pack will treat a minimum of 10 large colonies, and is likely to be enough to treat up to 14 average 

hives.  Unfortunately there is no smaller pack.  For economy, small groups of members with only a 

few hives might like to get together and coordinate treatment (the solution must be applied within 

24 hours of mixing to comply with the instructions on the pack). 

Cost per pack (35g sachet) is £8.00 collected from me in Petworth. 

I can mail it to you at a total cost of £9.00 to include P&P. 

I will need payment in advance or on collection, which can be by BACS transfer to the WGBKA 

bank account. 

To order, please email me as soon as possible at stone.house@btinternet.com 

Tom 
 

Varroa And Oxalic Acid 

Transfer the money directly to the Division’s Bank account: 

Account name: West Sussex Beekeepers Association-Wisborough Green Div 

Sort code: 20-42-58: Account number: 90086460 

Reference: Your surname followed by “Api-Bioxal”  (i.e. J Blogs Api-Bioxal) 

 

Where to report sightings of Asian hornets and send in samples 
 

If you think you have seen an Asian hornet, 

please notify the Great British Non Native 

Species Secretariat alert email address at 

alertnonnative@ceh.ac.uk immediately. Ad-

ditionally, you can report sightings on 

their website. As well as this function, the 

website provides a great deal of information 

about the wide ranging work that is being 

done to tackle invasive species and tools to 

facilitate those working in this area. 

 

Look at this photograph.  Do you know which 

one is the Asian hornet? 

 

Photograph taken from fera website  

mailto:stone.house@btinternet.com
mailto:alertnonnative@ceh.ac.uk
http://www.brc.ac.uk/risc/alert.php?species=asian_hornet
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Our annual Beginners’ & Improvers’ Day will take place at Pulborough Village Hall on Satur-

day 11th March 2017.   

 

The one day course is designed to provide information to beginners as well as those wishing to 

improve their beekeeping.  The presentations will be by very experienced Wisborough Green bee-

keepers with other members available during break times to provide advice and information. 

 

Included in the ticket price are teas and coffees, a buffet lunch, and the all important information 

booklet.  Many of us still refer to our copies of the booklet even though it is several years since we 

attended the Beginners’ Day as potential beekeepers. 

 

Further information and Booking Form can be found on the Wisborough Green BKA website 

www.wgbka.org.uk/Events_Diary.html 

 

This one day event will make an excellent Christmas present for family and friends interested in 

beekeeping.  Why not treat them to a unique present (it will make a change from jumpers and 

socks!) 

 

Contact Gordon if you would like an email voucher to give as a present. 

 

Gordon Allan 01798 343470, email petworthgordon@btopenworld.com to book.  

Beginners’ & Improvers’ Day 

Tales From An Out-Apiary 

Caroline Drewett shares the joys and frustrations of running an out-apiary. 

 

Following-on from last month’s article, it is the second day of October and the forecast was cor-

rect; it has been warm enough to inspect the hives. 

 

I had two reasons for opening the hives, the first to remove the MAQS, the second to check for 

queens (by seeing either queen or eggs, or both) and assess the level of stores.  My aim was that 

this would be the last inspections, providing everything was as it should be.   

 

I opened the first hive ‘Buttercup’ and instantly knew ‘something’ was going on, as the bees were 

a little restless compared to their usual behaviour.  Sure enough, there was no unsealed brood, no 

eggs, but several sealed emergency queen cells. I didn’t see the original queen and assume she is 

no longer there.  All I can do now is wait for nature to take it’s course, and check again towards 

the end of the month.  Would there be enough drones around for the new queen to mate with? 

 

Was the queen no longer there as a result of using MAQS?  Some critics of using this and other 

treatments would say yes; but I have used MAQS since it was first licensed for use in this country 

and this is the first time I have ’lost’ a queen during, or post, treatment.  The colony had last been 

inspected on 7th September, with MAQS administered on 21st September.  The queen had  

http://www.wgbka.org.uk/Events_Diary.html
mailto:petworthgordon@btopenworld.com
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emerged at the beginning of July from a supersedure cell; when the previous queen, which 

emerged in May, began to lay drone eggs in worker cells.  Hopefully they will have better luck this 

time!  If not, this colony can be united with the one adjacent to it. 

 

The next hive to be opened was ‘Sweetpea’.  I couldn’t see any eggs but I did see the queen and so 

today will be the last inspection of the year for this colony.  The queen is one of last year’s and so 

this is the second year she has had a dose of MAQS.   

 

I opened ‘Cowslip’, the colony with the recently emerged queen, which had started laying in the 

second week of September.  When I spotted her during my previous inspection on 18th September 

I thought what a nice looking queen she was; so I hoped everything would be ok this time.  There 

was plenty of sealed brood as a result of eggs laid pre MAQS, but no eggs now.  I didn’t see the 

queen either.  However, there were lots of drones which is handy because they will hopefully mate 

with the yet to emerge queen in ‘Buttercup’; fingers crossed.  Maybe this colony has retained it’s 

drones as ‘insurance’, until they know their new queen is not defective?  No sighting of queen or 

eggs means I will need to inspect this colony again to check they have a laying queen going into 

winter.   

 

Now onto the last hive, ‘Borage’, on double brood with a queen that emerged from a queen cell 

within this hive in July this year.  I couldn’t find the queen, but that is not unusual as she can be a 

bit elusive when she feels like it; but I did see eggs, so today will be the final inspection of this 

colony.  I have been managing this hive using the ‘Hallgate Method’ of frame rotation, with a 

queen excluder between the top and bottom brood chamber; this queen excluder has now been re-

moved and the colony will be over-wintering on double brood.  The three supers removed from the 

other hives (used for extra space when administering varroa treatment) had fresh nectar in some of 

the combs; all the supers have now been placed above the crown board of this hive for ‘drying’.  

The first three hives now have feeders in position above their crown boards, ready to commence 

feeding this week. 

 

So, the bees are not quite ready for winter and inspections are still required.  I’ll type the rest of 

this article at the end of the month, when hopefully I will be reporting that all four colonies have 

laying queens. 

 

Update number one.  The first half of October has been pleasantly mild, with some warm sunny 

days; and with the 15th day of the month falling into this category, I took the opportunity to in-

spect ‘Cowslip’ to check for a laying queen.  I didn’t see the queen but there was open brood and 

so I am happy not to inspect this colony again until next spring.  The bees currently occupy ten 

seams and are busily supplementing their stores with the syrup on offer in the feeder.   

 

Now I need to wait another week or so before checking to see if I have a new laying queen in 

‘Buttercup’.  The weather has turned cooler due to a northerly wind and I am hoping this will 

change back to a southerly one towards the end of the month, so I can open the hive without chill-

ing the bees.  I will keep a close eye on the Met Office web site. 

 

Update number two.  There is no sign of a queen in ‘Buttercup’.  There is no brood and despite 

looking on two separate occasions I have been unable to find a queen.  The situation will need re-

solving, as I can not put the colony into winter without a laying queen.  This particular saga will 

continue in next month’s edition of the newsletter. 
 

Caroline 

 
 

 



Page 7 

7  

There is slightly better news on the Asian Hornet situation.  It is thought 

there may not have been a nest in Somerset, as there appears to have been 

no further sightings since the first one.  Perhaps the one that was seen may 

have been transported in some way.  It is hoped the nest that was found in 

Tetbury may not have produced queens.  The first Asian Hornet was found 

by a beekeeper who spotted it in a trap, but it was a mature nest that was 

found, so why did nobody see anything earlier?  We can only hope the in-

vasion has been contained. 

 

On a similar subject, it is quite common to find hibernating queen wasps 

under hive roofs at this time of year.  When removing roofs have a look around the inside of the 

rim and around the top of the brood box and crown board.  I will leave it to you whether you kill 

them or not, as there are differing views.  Very few queen wasps survive the winter to make a vi-

able nest the following year, so you are probably wasting your time, but it might make you feel 

better.  Wasps are useful in the spring by naturally controlling pests, such as aphids, yet at the end 

of the year they can be a problem to bee colonies. 

 

When feeding is finished it might be worth looking at your colonies if you have used Apiguard.  

What can happen in some colonies is the bees migrate the brood area to one side of the brood box, 

presumably away from the Apiguard.  This may cause isolation starvation in a long spell of cold 

weather, where the bees can run out of food on one side of the cluster.  On a few occasions I have 

seen part of the cluster starved. 

 

If you have, say, four frames with clustering space, which may or may not have brood, you may 

have 1-2 frames of food on one side and 5-6 on the other.  It is wise to centralise the clustering/

brood space, but remember that bees prepare their nest to suit their needs during the winter, which 

we shouldn't disturb.  Remove the relevant number of outside frames from one side, move the 

other frames across the box and place the frames you have just taken out in the other side, turning 

them round, so what was the inside is still the inside. 

 

Don't forget to put on mouse guards and woodpecker protection.  At the same time I remove the 

cover from the central hole in the crown board.  This allows for through ventilation, so keeping the 

brood box drier during the winter.  I know that beekeepers have done calculations about the 

amount of extra food consumed during the winter and come up with a number of theories about 

heat loss and ventilation, but I have wintered colonies with open holes alongside those with closed.  

I prefer an open feed hole, although I think it is less effective with open mesh floors. 

 

We will be having a meeting on Saturday 12th November to bed the bees down for winter.  This 

will include moving combs if needed, fitting mouse guards and woodpecker protection.  For wood-

pecker protection we use DPC that bricklayers use.  It comes in different widths, 225mm being 

just right for a single National box.  I have checked online and if you cut it to 2 metre lengths from 

a 30m roll the cost is about £0.65 per hive.  It will last a lifetime.  Pin it with drawing pins.  I know 

they are an additional cost, but you can often find them about head height in telegraph and electric-

ity poles.  The poor don't waste anything! 

 

When feeding is finished, I suggest "hefting" your hives.  It might be better to remove the roof, 

and then gently lift the hive off the stand from the back and both sides, making a mental note of  

Nell and friend 

Patterson In Print 
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the weight.  I suggest hefting both sides in case the food is towards one side.  I suggest you don't 

heft again until the New Year.  Bees won't use much food in that time, so if you heft too regularly 

you don't notice the changes.  If you have modern hives they are about the same weight, but if you 

have older ones, as I have, some weigh twice the amount the modern ones do, so take that into ac-

count. 

 

One member has asked if we can use "Ritecell" foundation in the hives at Dounhurst.  This is plas-

tic foundation that may or may not have a coating of beeswax.  I have little experience, but mixed 

views on it.  When I was in the U.S. earlier this year I noticed far fewer drones in their colonies 

than we have.  Many colonies had little vibrancy, which I guess was the result.  They were using 

almost 100% plastic foundation, all worker based.  There was very little drone brood as a result.  

On the plus side greater wax moth are not likely to damage it so much and I found eggs and larvae 

much easier to see in the black foundation. 

 

I have had a long hard think about this and decided to use it in a number of colonies next year.  We 

do have a teaching apiary and you can't teach members if you have nothing to show them. 

 

If anyone else has any ideas of things to do differently at the apiary then please let me have them. 

 

I have recently spent 3 days at the National Honey Show.  I only had time to listen to two lectures, 

both of which were presented by Americans.  One was by Sue Cobey, who I have heard several 

times before and been impressed, but she only spoke for about 25 minutes of the scheduled 1 hour; 

and Dave Tarpy, who I have never heard before, but I have had email correspondence with on sev-

eral occasions.  He lasted a bit longer, but overall I was a bit disappointed.  For some reason 

Americans don't often seem able to speak for more than about 30 minutes, which usually means 

they don't cover their subject to any great depth. 

 

I did get a chance to have a lengthy chat with Dave Tarpy the following day and he told me he is 

having exactly the same problems with queens as we are.  Yet another case, this time with a bee 

scientist. 

 

I attended and spoke at the SICAMM (a European organisation for dark bee enthusiasts) confer-

ence in Holland recently, where there was a mixture of practical beekeepers and scientists from all 

over Europe.  Virtually all of them are having queen problems too. 

 

The night before sending this to Caroline I had a call from Willie Robson, who has 1,800 colonies 

in the Scottish Borders on a bee farm that was started by his father 60 years ago.  He raises all his 

queens, is having problems too and asked me what my experiences were.  I have just had another 

call from Dorian Pritchard from Northumberland with exactly the same issue.  I first started alert-

ing the beekeeping community about 15 years ago, but the "clever" beekeepers told me there were 

no problems and I must be doing something wrong.  Even in the last week one very well known 

beekeeper with the highest qualifications has said online he doesn't get problems.  That raises an-

other issue that I won't expand on here! 

 

A visit to the NHS gives a chance to see people that I have known a long time, but haven't seen for 

a year.  Unfortunately I also heard of some rather unpleasant things that are happening in some 

BKAs, with in one case a whole committee resigning; in another the person who was dealing with 

the website taking down all the information.  Of course I got this second hand and there may be 

different versions of the same story.  What a pity that politics affects beekeeping. 

 

I did see six of our members over the three days.  If there were more of you, then you did well to 

avoid me!  Even though the NHS was at Sandown Park Racecourse where they allow racehorses  
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that weigh half a ton, they wouldn't let Nell in.  Plenty asked after her though. 

 

Roger 

Winter Meeting 

You have extracted your honey and have it in a bucket.  You have bought jars.  Now what?  It is a 

valuable product.  It is a food product.  It needs careful handling. 

 

In this ‘workshop’ session Tom Moore will take you through, and demonstrate, all the steps you 

need to understand in order to produce both clear and set honey in good condition for sale or to 

give to friends and family.  The emphasis will be on simple methods and controls we can all use to 

keep the honey in the best possible condition right through to the point of sale, and beyond. 

 

Topics covered will include: 

Storage conditions 

Warming – temperatures and controls 

Filtering 

Bottling 

Hygiene 

Labelling 

Record-keeping 

 

This is a practical subject that will be covered in detail and should be of value to beginners and 

established beekeepers. 

 

See details below. 

Honey – from bucket to jar 

28th January 2017 

 

2.00pm  -  5.00pm 

 

Hampers Green Centre, Petworth  
 

The above meeting will go ahead only if a sufficient number of our members wish to attend. 

 

If you would like to be there please send an email to Sue Elliott using the new WGBKA Secretary 

email address: secretary@wgbka.org.uk to register your interest.   

 

Emails should be received by Sue no later than 20th November, to allow us to confirm our 

booking of the hall.   Please check that you receive a response from Sue to confirm your wish to 

attend has been registered. 
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Thanks to this month’s contributors.  If you have similar articles or beekeeping ex-

periences you would like to share, please supply articles and any photographs for 

the December edition no later than the 25th November.  
 

If you need any help submitting an article, please give me a call. 
Caroline 

The annual bee supper will be held this year on Saturday November 26th commencing at 7pm. 

 

Please note there is a venue change this year and the supper will 

be held at the Wisborough Green Village Hall in School Road, 

RH14 0DU (off the A272 just by the village pond).  It is a lovely 

old hall and as we are the Wisborough Green Beekeepers Associa-

tion, it seems fitting. 

 

Ticket prices are £7.50 per adult.  For those of you who haven't 

been to the supper, perhaps this is the year to come along.  Every-

one who books a ticket will be asked to bring either a pudding or a 

salad.  The division will provide the meat, fish and liquid refreshment (some of which has alcohol 

in it!) 

 

This is a great evening for those non-beekeepers in our families who are very welcome to come 

along (provided they are old enough to feed themselves) and join us without having to dress up 

and get involved with having bees everywhere. 

 

Please support this event if you can, it is a great evening out.  If you haven't managed to make it to 

the apiary this year, it would be good to see you on 26th November. 

 

To book tickets or for enquiries, please contact Daisy at wellingtondays@hotmail.co.uk  or on her 

mobile number: 07980 280852, or home number: 01403 790167. 

Annual Bee Supper 

 

Husbandry Advice  -  Asian Hornet 
October 2016 

It is very important that beekeepers remain vigilant and monitor their apiaries and surrounding 

forage for any Asian hornet activity.  At this time of the year, Asian hornets can be seen foraging 

on the ivy for nectar and preying on other foraging insects for protein. 

 

Traps should also be hung out and closely monitored.  When using bait, please refrain from using 

light beer or lager mixed with sugar as this does not work.  In France a Dark beer, mixed with 

25ml of strawberry syrup and 25ml of orange liqueur has proven to work well. 

 

Additionally, a protein bait of mashed fish e.g. prawns or trout, diluted to 25% has also proven 

effective.  Anyone wishing to make their own traps may find the following factsheet useful:  How 

to make a homemade Asian hornet monitoring trap. 

mailto:wellingtondays@hotmail.co.uk
https://secure.fera.defra.gov.uk/beebase/downloadNews.cfm?id=145

